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Green Flag Application Form
	School Name
	

	School Address


	

	Telephone
	

	Council Area
	

	Name of Eco-Schools Co-ordinator
	

	Email
	

	Number of Teachers
	

	Number of Pupils
	

	Date of Submission
	


 Please tick the appropriate box
	First Green Flag application
	

	Green Flag Renewal
	


Full answers to the Sections in this form will help to give our assessors a clear overview of your Eco-Schools experience.
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If you have any questions regarding the application process, please contact the Eco-Schools team at Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful on 028 9073 6920, or email cathy.gorman@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org. 
How to apply for Green Flag status
All Schools

Please answer Sections 1-8 of this form. Make sure you include all required documentation.
Green Flag renewal applications

If you are renewing your Green Flag status, please also answer Section 9.
Before sending us your application form, please read the criteria for Green Flag Award (available on the Eco-Schools website) carefully and ensure that your school has met these.

The Application Process and the Assessment


Applying for your Green Flag Assessment

1. Submit Application with all supporting documentation – please note deadlines.
2. Eco-Schools staff will check your application and will contact you if we have any queries. 
3. Eco-Schools staff will contact you to agree the assessment date and time.  
The Assessment
1. Fully trained volunteer assessors will visit your school.  
2. The assessment should take no more than two hours.
3. The assessors will expect the following to occur during an assessment. They do not expect a formal presentation as the report provides all the information:
· Meet the Eco-Committee
· Tour around the school preferably led by the Eco-Committee
· View all the relevant documentation:  the Eco-Code, minutes, Environmental Review, Action Plan and Data Collection
· View the Eco-Schools Notice Board
· Meet pupils from a variety of classes and age groups
· View the results of various activities 
· At the end of the assessment the assessors will be able to give some feedback on what your Eco-School is doing well and discuss with the committee some suggestions for future consideration 
4. The outcome of your assessment may not be decided immediately by the assessors, in which case you will be contacted by Eco-Schools.
The Green Flag Award

1. Following the assessment you will be sent a report from Eco-Schools highlighting key strengths and any recommendations to be implemented. 
2. If your school has been successful you will be awarded the Green Flag, can use the Eco-Schools logo and will be issued with a Green Flag certificate. 
3. If some recommendations are required before awarding the Green Flag we will reassess once the recommendations have been put in place. The reassessment will focus on checking the recommendations have been implemented but you will not require a full assessment again.
4. You are required to reapply for reassessment every two years for your Green Flag remain active. 
SECTION 1 – About your Eco-Committee
Who are the Eco-Committee members and which year groups do they represent? (Please list all pupil and adult members)

	Team members
	Represents

	
	


	Who chairs/organises the committee meetings?


	

	Who takes minutes/ records the proceedings of committee meetings?
	

	How do pupils become members of the Committee?


	

	How many times per year does your Eco-Committee meet?
	

	How can pupils not on the Eco-Committee make suggestions?
	

	How does the Eco-Committee feedback decisions to the rest of the school?
	

	On how many occasions has a parent, governor or other member of the ‘out-of-school’ community attended to date?
	


[Suggested evidence should not be sent with the application but should be available for assessors when they visit the school for the Green Flag Assessments.  Suggested evidence for Section 1 = minutes and other meeting reports]

SECTION 2 – About your Environmental Review

NB: The Environmental Review should be completed on an annual basis. Please send three copies of your Latest Environmental Review. This will give the assessors an insight into where you are now. You should use the Formal Environmental Review template.
	Who was involved in completing your most recent Environmental Review and when?
	

	How often is an Environmental Review carried out?
	


[Other suggested evidence for Section 2 not to be sent with the application = minutes and meeting reports, photographs, pupil accounts, etc.]

SECTION 3 – About your Action Plan

NB: Please send three copies of your current Action Plan with this which should include targets and methods of measuring the targets set. We recommend that you use the Action Plan template on our website.
A minimum of 3 topics must be covered for Green Flag Applications – 1 major and 2 minor. Please provide an indication of the scale of each topic on which you have worked (i.e. major, minor). 

	Topic
	Tick if worked on
	Major/Minor

	Litter
	
	

	Energy
	
	

	Water
	
	

	Waste – Resource Efficiency
	
	

	Transport
	
	

	Healthy Living
	
	

	School Grounds
	
	

	Biodiversity
	
	

	Global Perspective
	
	

	Climate Change
	
	


NB:  In addition, the assessors will expect the school to be litter free.
	Who was involved in developing the Action Plan? Briefly describe the process.


	


SECTION 4 - Monitoring and Evaluation

NB: Please send three copies of your current Data Collection Form with this Application Form. Please ensure that you use the Data Collection Form template on our website.

Please let us know how the school monitors and evaluates the actions undertaken on the Eco-Schools Programme topics in the table below.

	Does the school use monitoring data for curriculum work?
	

	Is the school involved in Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful’s Live Here Love Here? (learn more at www.liveherelovehere.org) Live Here Love Here campaign? 

www.keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org 
	Yes     /     No

	Has the school taken part in Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful’s Big Spring Clean?
	Yes     /     No


Please send the Data Collection Forms with this application but do not send any other charts/graphs/photos
 [Other suggested evidence for Section 4 not to be sent with the application = before and after photographs, meter readings, waste audit data, pupil attitude questionnaires etc.]
SECTION 5 – Linking to the Curriculum
	
	Tick if worked on

	The Arts
	

	Environment and Society
	

	Language and Literacy
	

	Learning for Life and Work
	

	Mathematics and Numeracy
	

	Modern Languages
	

	Personal Development and Mutual Understanding
	

	Physical Education/ Physical Development and Movement
	

	Religious Education
	

	Science and Technology
	

	The World Around Us
	


Which areas of learning have you linked to your Eco-Schools Programme?
	Has the Eco-Schools programme helped improve educational attainment?

In what ways?
	


[Suggested evidence for Section 5 not to be sent with the application = Lesson plans, pupils own work records, wall displays, etc.]

SECTION 6 – About your Eco-Schools Communication

	Does your school have an Eco-Schools notice board displayed in a prominent place? 
	

	Are your Eco-Schools activities prominently promoted to the whole school and wider community? 
How?
	Yes     /     No

	Which of these items are displayed on your Eco-Schools notice board? 
	We don't have a notice board

Action plan

Data - showing success

Eco-Code

Environmental review

Articles

Topic information and activities

Minutes of meetings

Photos



	Have you participated in a whole school day of action? 
If yes, what did you do?
	Yes     /     No
Live Here Love Here day of action
Live Here Love Here Big Spring Clean
Translink Travel Challenge
Cookstown Textile Recyclers Cash for Clobber
Eco-Schools fundraising day
Other: 



[Suggested evidence for Section 6 not to be sent with the application = assembly plans, press releases/press cuttings, minutes from governor meetings, AGM agendas, letters to/from business contacts, Newsletter.]

SECTION 7 – About your schools Eco-Code

NB: Please include three copies of your Eco-Code with this form.

	Do you review your Eco-Code every year?
(Please note: "review" means that you consider whether your Eco-Code is still suitable for your school. Schools are not required to create a new Eco-Code every year).
	Yes     /     No


	Who was involved in contributing to the Eco-Code?
	

	How is your Eco-Code promoted? 
	


[Suggested evidence for Section 7 not to be sent with the application = assembly plans, competition plans, notice-board photograph, lesson plans etc.]
SECTION 8 – General 
(To be completed by the Principal)

	Is the Eco-Schools programme included in your School Development Plan? 
	Yes     /     No


	Do you believe the Eco-Schools programme has benefited your school? 
	Yes     /     No


	To what extent do you feel the Eco-Schools programme contributes to these elements of Children's well-being?

	
	No influence
	Some
	A lot

	Affiliation with, and awareness of natural environment 
	
	
	

	Learning and development 
	
	
	

	Local environment
	
	
	

	Supporting others
	
	
	

	Physical health
	
	
	

	Mental Health
	
	
	

	School attendance
	
	
	

	Please select the one statement that most accurately reflects engagement in sustainability actions and behaviours.

	Children have the opportunity to suggest and lead activities across the school that enable wider sustainable development behaviours

Children are very aware of, and interested in, environmental issues

Children have adopted many good environmental behaviours

I have noticed that children have become slightly more aware of environmental issues

Children care about the environment although there are limited opportunities for them to act upon this

I have not noticed any significant behaviour change 

 

	Would you like to add any further comments on the impact of the Eco-Schools programme in your school?
	


Signed:……………………………………………………………………..…………………Headteacher

SECTION   9 – Re-applications 

Complete this section if your school has previously been awarded the Green Flag status

	If it has been significantly more than two years since you were awarded green flag status, please explain briefly the reason(s) for this and outline any problems which have occurred.
	


	Please provide 3 dates when the school would be available for assessment. You must keep these dates free until an assessment is confirmed. 
	


Please send only the following
documentation for Green Flag Application and Re-Application

	3 x Completed Application Form
	

	3 x Your Latest Environmental Review
	

	3 x Your Eco-School Action Plan
	

	3 x Your Eco-Code
	

	3 x Your Data Collection Form
	


Email to:

cathy.gorman@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org or eco-schools@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org
NB: Please ensure that you print or copy documents double sided wherever possible.

The above (and no other material) should be sent to:

Eco-Schools Northern Ireland

Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful
Bridge House
Paulett Avenue
BELFAST

BT5 4HD
Please ensure that all documentation reaches us before the deadline dates.
Eco-Schools Northern Ireland is operated by Keep Northern Ireland Beautiful and supported by the Department of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Affairs
                                                           
                                          


