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#GetonboardNI Bus and Train Week, 6 ï 12 June  

A party thatôs BUSting with fun and enterTRAINment!  

Itôs time to get involved in Translinkôs first ever  
Bus + Train Week, 6-12 June 2016 and celebrate all the 

benefits of travelling by public transport.  

Our bus and rail network is key to the prosperity of Northern 
Ireland today and in years to come, building a cleaner, 

greener, safer and 
more mobile socie-
ty for everyone. So, 
itôs important young 
people today em-
brace the benefits 
of public transport 
to build a better 
future.  

Our Eco-Schools 
partner Translink would love your help to make Bus + Train 
Week a big success.  

Thereôs lots of ways your school can get involved:  

Promote the event to pupils, teachers and parents encour-
aging them to try public transport at least once from 6 ï 12 
June 2016. 

Tweet photos of everyone using bus or train services to 
@Translink_NI #GetonboardNI and Translink will share 
with their 80,000+ social media followers. 

Click for more great ideas here. 

Whatever you do to celebrate Bus + Train Week, Translink wants to hear from you! Click - 
www.translink.co.uk/busandtrainweek/ for full details. Thereôs no better time to make the bus and 
train your first choice for travel.  

The runners up who won 
litter bins were: Aaron Oli-
ver, Cortamlet Primary, 
Newry; Nick Holden, Ir-
vinestown Primary; Rebek-
ah Gordon, Kilrea Primary; 
Ellie McCullagh, Drum-
hillery Primary, Armagh; 
Aimee Robinson, St. Pat-
rickôs Primary, Ballymena; 
Sophie Meyer, Windmill 
Integrated Primary, Dun-
gannon; Ryan McFarlane, 
St. Maryôs Primary, Duna-
more; Noah Mullen, St. 
Maryôs Primary, Strabane; 
Elana McMinn, Donagh-
more Primary, Dungannon; 

Victoria Martin, Kingsmills Primary, Armagh; Shona McAteer, Carrick Primary, Newry; Aoife 
OôKane, Crossroads Primary, Kilrea.  

Alpha Newspapers Eco-Schools 
Colouring Competition Winners.  
Eco-Schools were delighted to work with the Alpha Newspa-
per group in April to run a colouring competition. The Compe-
tition appeared in the Tyrone Courier, Ballymena Guardian, 
Antrim Guardian, Newry Democrat, Strabane Weekly Need, 
Ulster Gazette, County Down Outlook, Coleraine Chronicle, 
Ballycastle Chronicle, Ballymoney Chronicle, Northern Consti-
tution and Tyrone Constitution.  

The competition provided a blank school template which pu-
pils were asked to embellish with eco friendly ideas and then 
colour in. Three pupils won their schools a class trip to North-
ern Ireland attractions with the transport kindly supplied by 
Translink. Runners up also won litter bins for their schools 
courtesy of Heyn Environmental.   

We were delighted that there was a great interest in the com-
petition and hundreds of super, artistic entries were received 
making judging a hard task. Well done and thank-you to all 
who entered and shared their fantastic eco ideas.   

The first place winners from each region, with excellent en-
tries, were:  
 Emily Lavery - St. Patrickôs Primary, Annaghmore.  
 Rhianna Gillespie - Lisnadill Primary, Armagh. 
 Libby Ellis - Creavery Primary, Antrim. 

A winning entry from Emily Lavery, St Patrickôs Primary, Annaghmore 

 WIN WIN WIN!  

Every school that sends 
Translink evidence of their 
Bus + Train Week activities 
and celebrations will also be 
entered into a prize draw to 
win the use of a coach for a 
class trip anywhere in North-
ern Ireland (max 50 people). 
Deadline for entries Monday 
13 June 2016. [School trip 
must be taken before the end 
of June 2017]  
 
Top 10 Reasons to use Pub-
lic Transport  
1. Reduce Stress 
2. Help the climate 
3. Avoid traffic 
4. Improve your health 
5. Free WiFi 
6. Convenience 
7. Increased Road Safety 
8. Improve your punctuality 
9. Catch some zzzzzzzs 

10. Get social after work  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Eco-Schools-Northern-Ireland-Official/200509426641599
https://twitter.com/Eco_SchoolsNI
https://eco-schoolsni.etinu.net/cgi-bin/newsitems?instanceID=2
http://www.translink.co.uk/busandtrainweek/


 

School News:  
Eco-Schools scoop top prizes at Garden Show Ireland.  
Congratulations to all the Eco-Schools who scooped prizes at Garden Show Ireland held at An-
trim Castle Gardens in May. Schools did well in the edible container gardens category and Bally-
craigy Primary, Ambassador Eco-School for School Grounds, won the Eppie Schierbeek Cup for 
their garden display. Read more ... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ballycraigy Primary win the Eppie Schierbeek Cup pictured with Monty Don above left.  

Hedgehog Campaign -  
Eco-Schools is asking all schools to help their native hedgehogs. In the 1950's it was estimated 
there were 36.5 million hedgehogs in Britain. It seems likely that there are now fewer than 1 mil-
lion hedgehogs left. 

Hedgehogs travel around one mile every night through our parks and gardens in their quest to 
find enough food and a mate. If you have an enclosed garden you might be getting in the way of 
their plans. 

We now know that one of the main reasons why hedgehogs are declining in Britain is because 
our fences and walls are becoming more and more secure, reducing the amount of land available 
to them. 

We can make their life a little easier by removing the barriers within our control ï for example, by 
making holes in or under our garden fences and walls for them to pass through. The gap need 
only be 13x13cm or 5 inches square and so will be too small for 
most pets. 

You could: 

¶ Remove a brick from the bottom of the wall 

¶ Cut a small hole in your fence if there are no gaps   

¶ Dig a channel underneath your wall, fence or gate 
 

Visit www.hedgehogstreet.org for more ideas.  
If you have seen any hedgehogs in your school grounds or have 
top tips you would like to share please contact ruth.vanry@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org and 
have a look at our Hedgehog Campaign on our website.  

Council News:  
Belfast City Council Eco-Schools event 
Belfast City Council are planning a celebration event for the Wheelie Big Chal-
lenge recycling competition and Green Flags. The event is to be held in City 
Hallôs Great Hall on the 10th of Junes. Schools will be invited to present their 
final entries into the Wheelie Big competition and enjoy entertainment from Eco-
Mantella and Doodlebugs while celebrating eco success.  
 

Derry City and Strabane - Wood Recycling Competition Winners  
Primary school winners of the Wood Recycling competition, organised 
as part of Derry City and Strabane District Councilôs Year of Science 
and Innovation, were presented with their prizes on 22nd April. The 
pupils were invited to design a recycled wood installation for their 
school garden/playground and be in with a chance of having it com-
missioned by 4rs Recycling and installed in their school.  Schools 
were invited to choose from a number of categories incorporating the 
practice of STEM subjects including art installation, garden furniture, 
or nature and play themes. The winners were Sion Mills Primary, Stra-
bane; St. Paulôs Primary, Derry; and Chapel Road Primary, Derry. 
 

Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough  
Council Celebrate NI Year of Food and Drink.  
Armagh City, Banbridge & Craigavon Borough Council are celebrating the 
NI Year of Food and Drink with ógrow your ownô themed events at markets 
in the council area over June. You are invited to come along and learn 
about composting and planting your own edible feast. Events will be hap-
pening at the following venues:  
Lurgan Market ï Thurs 23-June  
The Shambles Market Armagh ï  Fri 24-June 
Portadown Indoor Market ï  Sat 25-June 
To take part or learn more information contact David.Phillips@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk 
 

Bee Curious - Saturday 11th June: 11am ï 4pm 
The Bee Curious event  at Lough Neagh Discovery Centre celebrates the 
value of pollinators and their significance to local food producers and the wid-
er countryside.  This free family day out offers an exciting insight into the 
magical world of bees through a live demonstration hive where you can see 
bees working at first hand, learn all about bee keeping and check out the 
equipment used, how to make your garden friendly for these pollinators as 
well as having the opportunity to buy wax products including delicious honey 
and luxurious cosmetics! 
 

Organised by Armagh City, Banbridge and Craigavon Borough Council, this family friendly event 
will take place on Saturday 11th June from 11am to 4pm. Guided walks on the day must be 
booked. 
Visit www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve to find out more or contact the Discovery 
Centre on 028 3831 1673. 

www.rspb.org.uk 

Sion Mills Primary  

http://www.gardenshowireland.com/allianz-edible-container-gardens/
http://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
mailto:ruth.vanry@keepnorthernirelandbeautiful.org
https://eco-schoolsni.etinu.net/cgi-bin/blog?instanceID=6&do=show&blogID=719
mailto:David.Phillips@armaghbanbridgecraigavon.gov.uk
http://www.facebook.com/oxfordislandnaturereserve
http://www.rspb.org.uk

